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tinue to press Agriculture Canada for a 
partial ban that would entitle Canadi- 
an honey producers to import bees 
from Hawaii which is, so far, free from 
Varroa mites. The possibilities are high 
that Agriculture Canada will soon be 
examining the plausibility of conduct- 
ing risk assessment studies in Hawaii. 
There have been three incidences of 
Varroa mite in Canada in late 1989 
and 1990, all confined to an area in 
New Brunswick immediately next to 
the Maine border. All colonies affected 
were eradicated. Over the next several 
months, Agriculture Canada is plan- 
ning to coordinate a national Varroa 
survey with the provinces and provin- 
cial bee organizations. As for tracheal 
mites, outbreaks have occurred in sev- 
eral provinces. The control and cost of 
control of tracheal mite has been trans- 
ferred to the producer in most prov- 
inces. According to recent reports, only 
Ontario offers financial compensation 
for colonies destroyed due to tracheal 
mite. The control product of choice is 
menthol. 


Trade 


Canadian exports to the United 
States nearly tripled to 14,404 metric 
tons in 1989 from 5,395 tons in 1988. 
The demand for this honey was a key 
factor in helping to firm honey prices 
in Canada and in reducing Canadian 
honey stocks to a manageable level. 
Total Canadian exports in 1989 
reached 21,118 metric tons with ex- 
ports to the United States accounting 
for virtually all of the increase over the 
1988 level. For 1990, Canadian expor- 
table supplies to the United States may 
be reduced given the large stock draw- 
down and only a moderate increase 
forecast for honey output. ° 
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